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course of which Giardini's nose not infrequently interposed between two replies. When Garnbara gave expression to a paradoxical idea, the cook would poke his head forward, to glance pityingly on the composer, and to wink knowingly at the Count as he whispered in his ear:
" E matto! "
Presently, though the second course demanded the attention of the chef, and as he attached extreme importance to this, lie was interrupted in his sapient remarks. During- his absence, which was only a short one, Gambara leaned toward Andrea and said in his ear:
" Our worthy host threatens us to-day with a dish of his own concoction, which I would advise your avoiding, though his wife has had her eye upon him. The honest fellow has a mania for innovations in cookery. He has ruined himself by experimenting; the last one compelled him to flee from Rome without a passport, a thing he never talks about. After buying the good-will of a famous restaurant, he was engaged to cater for a banquet given by a lately created cardinal, whose household was in an incomplete state. Giardini thought the time had come for him to distinguish himself; he succeeded. That very evening he was accused of trying to poison the whole conclave and was forced to leave Rome, and Italy, without packing his trunk. That misfortune was the last straw, and now-------" and Gambara laid his forefinger on his forehead and shook his head.
a In other respects," he added, " he is a right good fellow. My wife can inform you that we are under numerous obligations to him,"
And now came in Giardini, carefully carrying1 a dish, which, with much elaboration, he laid upon the center of the table; then he modestly resumed his seat by Andrea, who was first helped. When the Count took just one taste of the mess, he felt that an immeasurable abyss separated him from the next mouthful. He was much embarrassed, and, being * anxious to avoid annoying the cook, he kept his eye upon him and studied. Though a French restaurateur may trouble himself but little about what his guests may think of his cooking, for which they must needs pay anyhow, it is other-